
God is Faithful, Romans 4:16-25

At bible study, we have a practice that we put into action years ago when we first started a small 
group in our home. We have everyone write their prayer requests on an index card. We collect 
them and pray for each one, and then hand the cards back to everyone and ask them to stick 
them into their bibles. We do this so the next time they find that card, they can either continue to 
pray, or they can testify that the prayer was answered. Why do we do this? Because it "proves" 
Gods faithfulness to answer our prayers. Many times we pray for something, and even after the 
prayer has been answered, we forget. These cards are reminders of answered prayers, and a 
way to remind us that God is always faithful. They also give us a reminder to rejoice in the 
faithfulness that he demonstrates.

Romas 4:16-25

Romans 4 is often used to illustrate the great faith of Abraham because it does that very well. 
But after reading verse 21 we see that it isn't really praising Abraham for his faith as much as it 
is pointing to the source of his faith. Paul writes in verse 16, "there, the promise comes by faith, 
so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to ALL Abraham's offspring - not only to 
those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of 
us all." He is saying that the reason Abraham was called by God to be a great man of faith was 
to demonstrate that since it was only faith that made Abraham a great man, the source of that 
greatness is not within himself, but in God's promise.
.
Faith is not so much an act of our will, though at times faith can describe our response to God. 
Faith is primarily the instrument of God’s grace. Abraham’s faith was built upon, founded on; it 
resided in, one reality.
Abraham was “fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.” (v.21) Are 
you? Are you fully persuaded that God has the power to do what He has promised? Have you 
"proved" God's promises for yourself?

In verse 16 it says “the promise comes by faith.” But what is faith? What do we mean by faith? 
In the driving pop cultural and philosophical ideals of our day, faith can mean many things; most 
often it is a rather vague sort of ideal, a vague concept.

What does the Bible mean when it speaks of faith? The Holman Bible Dictionary defines faith 
this way: “Trusting commitment of one person to another, particularly of a person to God. Faith 
is the central concept of Christianity. Someone may be called a Christian only if they have 
faith.”The Greek word which is translated here as “Faith” is “pistis” and it is found 228 times in 
the Greek Manuscript. The reason this is of significance is because it is the prevailing theme of 
the New Testament.

Mark 10:52 
It seems that Jesus is implying that it was the faith of Bartimaeus that healed him. But that is not 
what is happening here at all. Obviously, Jesus is the one who healed the man of his blindness, 
restoring his sight. If the faith of Bartimaeus was enough, all by itself, to restore his sight then 
why did he even need to come to Jesus?



What Jesus is doing is highlighting the special relationship that exists between faith and God’s 
grace and power. God’s healing power, through the Son, healed the man. The faith of the man, 
which is the gift of God, was the instrument which brought him, drew him, to Jesus to receive his 
healing.
In the same way, the gift of faith which Abraham received from God is what allowed him to trust 
God, which caused him to see God’s promises fulfilled which in turn caused him to trust in the 
promise of God for even greater things!  

Psalms 145:13 
“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. 
The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.”

1 Corinthians 1:9 
“God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.”

2 Thessalonians 3:3 
“But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” 

Those who have walked with the Lord through many trials know the full measure of His 
faithfulness. The deepest measure of His grace is demonstrated in the midst of trials. Are you 
fully persuaded that God has the power to do what He promised to do? Have you proved God to 
yourself? Are you all in? Some people say that seeing is believing. This is just another reason 
you should write down your prayers. It allows you to see, and it builds your faith. I recommend a 
prayer journal. Mine looks like letters to God. You can do it however you are most comfortable, 
but I recommend that you write down your prayers, so you can prove God's faithfulness to 
yourself.

Skepticism is not always bad. Skepticism forces a scientist to question his results and test 
farther. It forces the philosopher and theologian to test his conclusions against logic and reality. 
In fact, skepticism has led many unbelievers to be skeptical of the world around him and seek 
God.

Skepticism, when it turns to unbelief, or excuses not to trust God, it becomes a dangerous and 
slippery road of finding reasons to doubt rather than finding reasons to believe.

Are you all in? Are you persuaded? If not, what will it take to persuade you that God will do all 
that He said He would do and that He has the power to do it?

Hebrews 11:1 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” In God’s view, 
believing is seeing rather than the other way around.

Abraham was the great man of faith and his journey toward becoming that began with a simple 
act of trusting God and then seeing God’s provision time and again, seeing the miracles which 
God performed in his life, his faith grew, being fully persuaded by what God had done that His 
promises are true.

If you long to have a mature faith, you must have a growing faith which begins by trusting in 
what God has said in His Word, then placing your faith, your trust, in that, then seeing God’s 



hand move time and again in this broken life in this fallen world, faith grows, until it is indeed, 
“the substance of things hoped, the evidence of things not seen.”

When you write down your prayers, write the scriptures that speak of the promises that answer 
those prayers. In this way, you are "proving" the scriptures to yourself and building your faith.

The things that cannot be seen with the eye – speaking spiritually – can be seen through faith. 
Faith is the tool with which we see that which is unseen. It is the growing conviction and 
personal knowledge, according to Scripture, which is fed and nourished by prayer, worship, and 
Scripture, that God not only can but will accomplish all that He promised to accomplish.

He is no different today, than when Abraham was given the promise. 

Hebrews 13:8 says that Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
There are countless scriptures that give testimony to God's faithfulness to his creation - us. 
Because of that faithfulness we should be able to trust God more and more.

Hebrews 10:22-23

Mark 11:22-24

God, the eternal chosen One, the ruler of the universe still has time for us, because God is 
faithful to his purpose and plan, because God is faithful to His promises and power, and finally 
God is faithful in His presence and patience towards His creation.

God is faithful, God NEVER changes and Scripture bears this out, so what are we to do about it 
once we finally realize the faithfulness of God?

Because God is faithful, I believe that those who call themselves Christians have to learn to 
trust Him more and more.

He is worthy not only of our obedience because of His awesome power and authority, but of 
complete trust because He is faithful and offers us the gift of faith. Amen.


